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On Nov. 2, diplomats and politicians in Managua said a senior Sandinista military officer apparently
defected to the US last week. Maj. Roger Miranda Bengoechea abruptly left Nicaragua Oct. 25,
according to a terse Nicaraguan government communique over the weekend. The communique
said he left "in an abnormal way" with at least $15,000 in government funds. Officials with access
to Western intelligence reports said they believed that Miranda had flown to Mexico, where he
had lived before for several years, and reportedly from there to the US. Maj. Miranda was the
chief personal assistant to Defense Minister Humberto Ortega Saavedra, associates said. He was
also one of about 105 members of the Sandinista Assembly, the ruling party's top consultative
body. A Sandinista military officer who asked for anonymity described the matter to the New
York Times as "a very high-level case." He said, "We are aware that this happens and is going to
continue to happen." According to the New York Times, it was not clear whether Miranda had
maintained any relationship with the US or any other outside power before he fled. In a Nov. 3
report, the Washington Times said Miranda had been working for the United States. Asociates said
Miranda supervised Defense Minister Ortega's personal staff and directed the military's public
relations effort. They said he took the official notes at meetings of the military general staff, and
was often present at private interviews at which Ortega discussed tactics, strategy and intelligence
with subordinate and foreign military advisers. The government communique said Miranda had
been under investigation for "various anomalies." It said his extradition would be sought when he
surfaced. The pro-Sandinista newspaper NUEVO DIARIO reported Nov. 1 that news of Miranda's
flight "exploded like a bomb in government circles, causing shock and surprise." Miranda, 34, is
from a well-to-do family, and joined the Sandinista Front along with several of his brothers in the
1970s. As a guerrilla, he fought in crucial battles in Masaya. He has been a close aide to Ortega
since soon after the 1979 Sandinista takeover. In Managua, Miranda lived in a large home provided
by the government and routinely traveled with bodyguards. Several of his brothers remain in the
Sandinista military. On Nov. 3, US officials said they were intensively questioning Miranda to
determine his value to them. The officials said the questioning could go on for several days before
they decided whether and how to present him publicly. "It could even be a matter of weeks before
we know," an official said. A State Department official said the Nicaraguan government's vilification
of Miranda showed anxiety about the damage he could cause. The comments of several US officials,
suggested, or were intended to suggest, that Miranda had not been used by the US for intelligence
purposes while he was in the Nicaraguan government. One US official said disaffected Nicaraguan
officials were encouraged to defect rather than remain in place because staying in their post was
thought to be too dangerous. Another official said the US had been able to infiltrate the Sandinista
government on occasion but usually only for brief periods. (Basic data from NEW YORK TIMES,
11/03/87, 11/04/87; WASHINGTON TIMES, 11/03/87)
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